CHAPTER     XIV
THE SHOCK OF ABYSSINIA
FAR beyond the continual reactions of these two
counterbalancing forces of Hinduism and Islam in
modern India, the tragedy of Abyssinia, so ruthlessly
carried out by weapons of unheard of cruelty, has
given a moral shock to the whole East from which
it will take long to recover. This fact has come up
again and again m the course of this book. It could
not be otherwise. For it has profoundly disturbed
men's minds. It will be necessary to dwell on it now
at greater length and to show some of its worst
reactions.
Thirty years ago the defeat of Russia by Japan
broke the spell of the -physical might of the West
all over Asia. It gave to the East a new hope of
resistance even in the military sphere. But the
prestige of the West still lingered on, although from
time to time it was shaken. Amritsar, with its brutal
massacre m Jallianwala Bagh, in 1919, was one of
the most terrible shocks that India had ever received.
It destroyed faith in Great Britain more than any
other single cause. Now the horrors of poison gas
and the incendiary bomb have been added to the
atrocities brought by Europe on defenceless people,
and m consequence the moral prestige of the West
has collapsed. What isjiot realized m Great Britain
is the fact that British prestige has severely suffered